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Please join our mailing list by emailing us at 
IRSIGLC@gmail.com 

or  
naseem.rangwala@nasa.gov

THE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
US IR SIG

Naseem Rangwala (Co-Chair) NASA/Ames 
Duncan Farrah       (Co-Chair) Univ. of Hawaii 

Jeyhan Kartaltepe (RIT),  
Tiffany Kataria (JPL) 
Jens Kauffmann (MIT),  
Lisa Locke (Jansky Fellow, NRAO) 
Enrique Lopez Rodriguez (SOFIA Science Center) 
Meredith MacGregor (NSF Fellow, Carnegie DTM) 
Elizabeth Mills (Boston University),  
Eric Murphy (NRAO) 
Omid Noroozian (NRAO),  
Dave Sanders (Univ. of Hawaii) 
JD Smith (Univ. of Toledo) 
Johannes Staguhn (JHU/NASA GSFC) 
Mike Zemcov (RIT)

https://fir-sig.ipac.caltech.edu/
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IR SIG SPLINTER SESSION - PROGRAM
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▪ 10:00 A.M.–Welcome Remarks – Naseem Rangwala (NASA/Ames, co-chair IR SIG LC) 
▪ 10:10 A.M.–Science talk – Irene Shivaei (Hubble Fellow, U. of Arizona) 
▪ 10:25 A.M.–Technology review – Erik Shirokoff (Univ. of Chicago) 
▪ 10:40 A.M.–Galaxy Evolution Probe – Jason Glenn (Univ. of Colorado, Boulder) 
▪ 10:52 A.M.–James Webb Space Telescope -  Jane Rigby (NASA/GSFC) 
▪ 11:05 A.M.–Origins Space Telescope - Klaus Pontoppidan  (STScI) 

▪ COFFEE BREAK (11:20 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.) 

▪ Panel Discussion (11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.)  
▪ (a) infrared science in the next decade  
▪ (b) improving the engagement and coordination of the infrared community. 

Panelists: Sangeeta Malhotra, Dave Leisawitz, Cara Battersby, Kristina Nyland, 
Kimberly Ennico  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TRANSITIONING FROM  
FAR-IR SIG —> IR SIG

Extended Ops
Primary Ops

Implementation
Formulation

mission concept
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Spitzer

SOFIA

JWST

GUSTO

WFIRST

OST

Galaxy 
Evolution Probe

Cosmic Dawn

BETTII

BLASTpol
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IR SIG - HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018

Far-Infrared article for the Journal of Astronomical Telescopes, Instruments, and Systems (JATIS) 
Current Status: final, very minor referee comments being addressed 
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IR SIG - HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018

Published our first newsletter – released Nov 1st, 2018 

First issue has sections on contributed science,  technology development, mission highlights (SOFIA, 
Spitzer, OST), and upcoming events. Plan to have a Newsletter semiannually 
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CONTENTS 
1  From the SIG Leadership 

SCIENCE HIGHLIGHTS: 
2  AME in NGC 4725 

TECHNICAL HIGHLIGHTS: 
4  SuperSpec 

MISSION UPDATES: 
5  Origins Space Telescope 
7    SOFIA   
9  Spitzer 15th Anniversary 

OTHER NEWS: 
11  42nd COSPAR Meeting 
13  Astrophysical Frontiers 

14  Upcoming Events 

15  FIR SIG Leadership 

 

 

 

 
Follow us on Twitter!  

  
@fir_sig 

 

  

 

 

Letter from the SIG Leadership Council 
We are delighted to share with you the inaugural newsletter from the 
Far-Infrared Science Interest Group (FIR SIG).  
This is an exciting time for the far-infrared community. Current facilities 
such as SOFIA, ALMA, Spitzer, and balloon-based observatories are 
producing exciting discoveries in all areas of astronomy, from 
exoplanets to cosmology, and are paving the way for future-generation 
observatories. There also exists a rich and diverse legacy archive of 
infrared observations, from facilities such as IRAS, ISO, and Herschel. 
With exciting times come new challenges. Key priorities for the FIR 
community include defining the science themes where infrared 
observations can make important advances, and developing the key 
technologies needed to address these themes. These two priorities go 
hand-in-hand, as new technology developments make possible new 
observations, pushing infrared astronomy into unexplored regimes. 
These priorities will be key inputs to the upcoming decadal survey. 
With these challenges in mind, the FIR SIG aims to collect community 
input and help shape the long-term objectives of FIR astrophysics. This 
newsletter series is part of this effort; it will present recent news, science 
highlights, and mission and technology updates and developments. We 
expect to publish a new newsletter each semester. A key part of this 
newsletter series is articles from the community at-large. Going forward, 
please send us updates on your recent scientific and technological 
advances! The more the community participates, the more useful this 
newsletter will be for the FIR community as a whole. 
In addition to this newsletter, the FIR SIG is working to enhance the 
presence and voice of FIR astronomy in the broader astronomical 
community. Our activities include organizing: 

• A monthly webinar series—see our website for the schedule and 
recordings of past webinars: https://fir-sig.ipac.caltech.edu  

• Splinter sessions at winter AAS meetings 
• Focused workshops on specific aspects of FIR astronomy   
• Review articles and white papers 

In all of these efforts, we are keen to increase the participation of early-
career scientists of diverse backgrounds. Reach out to the FIR SIG 
leadership council to get involved! 

Sincerely, 
Meredith MacGregor (newsletter editor)  
and the entire FIR SIG Leadership Council 

Far-Infrared Science Interest Group 
 
Newsletter | Number 1 | October 2018 

•  Next newsletter release is planned for April, 2019 
• We are soliciting content from the community: 

Science, technology, mission highlights, events  
• Especially encourage graduate students to use 

this platform to highlight their exciting thesis work   
• Submit your content:  IRSIGLC@gmail.com 
• Newsletter editor: Meredith MacGregor
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IR SIG - HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018
Astro 2020 Decadal Survey: Coordinating white Papers  

 Contributions from members of the OST, IR SIG LC and the broader community  

Please sign up for white papers! 
• https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e-

BP_vuETprlCn161nUwMInKvOCUqtQfTfV7_dZaqZQ/edit?usp=sharing 

• https://sites.google.com/view/astro2020-wps/home

POC: Eric Murphy (emurphy@nrao.edu)
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IR SIG - HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018
Webinar Series (Ongoing)  

 Talks from members of the IR community (US and International) 
        First Tuesday of every month, 1PM Eastern  Join us at: ac.arc.nasa.gov/firsig 

Sign up to give a Webinar! 
• Use this platform to discuss to get feedback from the community 
• POC: Naseem Rangwala (naseem.rangwala@nasa.gov) 
• https://fir-sig.ipac.caltech.edu/page/seminars
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January 15, 2019
“Move CSO —> Chile, Community’s interest in the Leighton Chajnantor Telescope Project”
Sunil Golwala, Caltech (golwala@caltech.edu) 

February 26th, 2019
“Interferometry from Space: Fulfilling an Astrophysics Roadmap Vision”
Dave Leisawitz (NASA/GSFC) & Harold Yorke (SOFIA Science Center)

http://ac.arc.nasa.gov/firsig
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
https://fir-sig.ipac.caltech.edu/page/seminars
mailto:golwala@caltech.edu


Infrared Science Interest Group 
NASA's Astrophysics Division seeks to broaden our 
understanding of our universe and our place within it. 
 How does the universe work?  
  How did we get here?  
   Are we alone?   
 

National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

IR Science Interest Group (IR-SIG)  

The IR SIG collects community input to help shape the 
long-term objectives of infrared astrophysics. 
 

Infrared observations are a critical element of science investigations as diverse as the 
earliest formation stages of planets, the origin of water in nascent gas clouds, and the 
assembly of galaxies in the distant universe. 

In recent years, the enhanced capabilities of Herschel, SOFIA, ALMA and Spitzer have 
provided exciting new results ranging from molecules observed in protostellar disks to 
distant galaxies observed in dust continuum and fine structure cooling lines. New and 
anticipated airborne platforms, suborbital flights and space missions will further enhance 
observational capabilities.  

The multiplicity of observing platforms and the development of new instrumentation are 
important considerations for future infrared astronomy initiatives.  Ph
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PLEASE JOIN 
US, PARTICIPATE 

AND LEAD IR 
SIG ACTIVITIES
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IR SIG AAS flyer -  by Lisa Locke

‘Secret Word’ for OST scavenger  hunt is ‘space’


